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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 
[1] Claims 1-15 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

[2] The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

[3] Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as clearly anticipated by Poll US- 
5,343,718, because the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country, or in public use or on sale in this country more than one (1) year prior to the 
application for patent in the United States. 

The shape and appearance of Poll is identical in all material respects to that of the 
claimed design, Hupp v. Siroflex of America Inc., 122 F.3d 1456, 43 USPQ2d 1887 (Fed. Cir. 
1997). 
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As for Claim 1, Poll teaches of a chain link or an ornamental chain (necklace), 
comprising: 

a first plurality of links (Fig. 1), each link of the first plurality having first (5 from Fig. 1) 
and second hinge elements (8 from Fig. 1) that mate with other links (5, 8. from Fig. 1), the first 
(5 from Fig. 1) and second hinge (8 from Fig. 1) elements enabling articulation in a first plane; 
and 

a second plurality of links (Fig. 5), each link of the second plurality having first (5 with 
8') and second hinge elements (1 1) that mate with other links (Figs. 7A-7C), the first (Figs. 7A- 
7C) and second hinge elements (Figs. 6A- 6C) enabling articulation in a second plane, where the 
second plane is at an angle with respect to the first plane (from col. 2 beginning with line 50 
through the end of column 3). 

Re: Claim 2, where 

the first (5) and second (8) hinge elements of the first plurality of links (Fig. 1) restrict 
articulation to the first plane; and 

the first (5 from Fig. 5) and second (11) hinge elements of the second plurality of links 
(Fig. 5) restrict articulation to the second plane. 

Re: Claim 3, where the first plane is vertical with respect to the first plurality of links 
(Fig. 1); and the second plane is horizontal with respect to the second plurality of links (col. 2, 
line 66, "In this embodiment the chain Jinks can be swiveled relative to one another particularly 
in the horizontal direction"). 

Re: Claim 4, further comprising means for connecting the first plurality of links (Fig. 1) 
to the second plurality of links (Fig. 5). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/808,8 1 6 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3677 

Re: Claim 5, where the means for connecting the first plurality of links (Fig. 1) to the 
second plurality of links (Fig. 5) comprises an interconnecting link comprising: 

a first hinge element (5 into 8 as shown in Fig. 1) enables articulation in a first plane; and 

a second hinge element (8' into T as shown in Figs. 5-7C) enables articulation in a 
second plane, where the second plane is at an angle with respect to the first plane. 

Re: Claim 6, where 

the first hinge element (5 into 8 as shown in Fig. 1) of the interconnecting link restricts 
articulation to the first plane; and 

the second hinge element (8' into T as shown in Figs. 5-7C) of the interconnecting link 
restricts articulation to the second plane. 

Re: Claim 7, where 

the first plane is vertical (Fig. 1) with respect to the interconnecting link; and 

the second plane is horizontal (col. 2, line 66, "In this embodiment the chain , links can 

be swiveled relative to one another particularly in the horizontal direction") with respect to the 

interconnecting link. 

As for Claim 8, Poll teaches of a chain link for a necklace (Fig. 1), comprising first (5) 
and second (8) hinge elements that mate with other links, where the first (5) and second (8) hinge 
elements enable articulation of adjacent links in one plane with respect to the link. 

Re: Claim 9, where the first (5) and second (8) hinge elements restrict articulation to one 
plane with respect to the link (Fig. 1). 

Re: Claim 10, where the plane is vertical with respect to the link (Fig. 1). 
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Re: Claim 1 1, where the plane is horizontal with respect to the link (8 5 into T as shown 
in Figs. 5-7C, and from col. 2, line 66, "In this embodiment the chain, links can be swiveled 
relative to one another particularly in the horizontal direction"). 

As for Claim 12, Poll teaches of a chain link for connecting a first plurality of links to a 
second plurality of links in a necklace, comprising: 

a first hinge element (5 into 8 in Fig. 1) enabling articulation in a first plane; and 

a second hinge element (8' into T as shown in Figs. 5-7C) enabling articulation in a 
second plane, where the second plane is at an angle with respect to the first plane. 

Re: Claim 13, where the first hinge element (5 into 8 in Fig. 1) restricts articulation to the 
first plane; and the second hinge element (8' into T as shown in Figs. 5-7C) restricts articulation 
to the second plane. 

Re: Claim 14, where the first plane is vertical with respect to the interconnecting link (5 
into 8 in Fig. 1); and the second plane is horizontal with respect to the interconnecting link (8 5 
into T as shown in Figs. 5-7C, and from col. 2, line 66, "In this embodiment the chain, links can 
be swiveled relative to one another particularly in the horizontal direction"). 

As for Claim 15, Poll teaches of a chain link or an ornamental chain (necklace), 
comprising: 

a first plurality of links (Fig. 1), each link of the first plurality having a first (5) and 
second hinge elements (8) that mate with other links and restrict articulation between the links to 
a plane vertical with respect to the links (Fig. 1); 

a second plurality of links (Fig. 5), each link of the second plurality having first and 
second hinge elements (8 5 into T as shown in Figs. 5-7C) that mate with other links and restrict 
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articulation between the links to a plane horizontal with respect to the links (from col. 2, line 66, . 
"In this embodiment the chain, links can be swiveled relative to one another particularly in the 
horizontal direction"; and 

interconnecting links for connecting the first plurality of links to the second plurality of 
links, the interconnecting links comprising: 

a first hinge element restricting articulation to the vertical plane (Fig. 1); and 

a second hinge element restriction articulation to the horizontal plane (from col. 2, line 
66, "In this embodiment the chain, links can be swiveled relative to one another particularly in 
the horizontal direction"); and 

Examiner's note: In view of the above, applicant is encouraged to read that from col. 4 
beginning with line 36, stating that, "It is conceivable to join the links together using snap 
connections hinged to the mounting portion which can be engaged with the linking element. 
Any type of positive and frictional engagement is fundamentally conceivable," giving way to the 
teaching of using different hinges between links to provide for different restrictive articulations 
all leading toward that stated in the beginning of col. 3, "when a certain rigidity is required, for 
example in necklaces.") 
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Conclusion 

[4] The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The following patents are cited further to show the state of the art with respect to this 
particular type of jewelry item; as well as their extreme relevance to the current application as 
many read extensively onto the claimed invention: please see submitted notice of reference cited. 
[5] Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David C. Reese whose telephone number is (571) 272-7082. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am-6:00 pm Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J.J. Swann can be reached at (571) 272-7075. Please also note the change in the 
fax phone number to (571) 273-8300 for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sincerely, 
David Reese 
Assistant Examiner 
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